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and ventilation to the lower orders. The gentlemen's
lavatory to the left of the outer hall was also con-
structed upon the same principle. It seemed to me
the most lavish of all known latrines. There was a
small vestibule, with a Turkey rug and a washing
basin complete with towel-rail and brushes. There
was a gas-jet enclosed in a globe of milky glass. There
were three separate closets side by side as in a club.
And above it all brooded a cloistral silence, the smell
of varnished deal, the smell of Vinolia soap, the smell
of the crushed ivy tendrils which had crept inside the
skylight, the smell of damp plaster, the smell of
carbolic disinfectant. The feet of the footmen crossing
the stone passage-way outside added to this sense of
refined seclusion; the echo of their boots upon the
flagstones enhanced the muffled luxury of the Turkey
carpet. The billiard room and the museum were also
sky-lit. And, as I have said, the corridor staircase
which led up from the new buildings on the lower
level to the old buildings on the higher level was
similarly illumined by glass panes in its ceiling. This
staircase corridor gave the impression of a provisional
annexe, as if a covered gangway, leading, for the
transitory purpose of some supreme ceremony, from
the Chapter House into the Cathedral itself. For not
only were the steps of this gangway made of in-
expensive deal which bent and squeaked under any
heavy footstep, but the objects which decorated the
Lincrusta wallpaper on either side, were less per-
manent in effect, and indeed in intention, than the
oil paintings of Judith and Holofernes, or the giant
statuary, which enriched the gallery beyond. Yet in
themselves these objects were curious and rare.